Tutoring and Reading Tips from Babs

These students have had bad experiences with reading.    They have been embarrassed and criticized.    Their whole point is to delay, delay, delay so they don’t fail.   They are very clever.   Get water, sharpen pencils, go to the bathroom.

Reading aloud to kids this age is as helpful to them as them reading themselves.

Our job:

· We are in the job to build self-esteem.     

· Make learning more fun.   

· Help them feel successful.

Motivators:

1. NEVER LET A CHILD STRUGGLE WITH A WORD.   TELL THEM RIGHT AWAY.     You tell them the word.    Make it easy for them to read.   The reading teacher will figure out how to teach them to sound it out, etc.      Don’t try to teach them how to sound it out at this stage.    Just make reading a successful and pleasant experience for them.   Not frustrating.    Our job is to help build a love for reading.     You can model how you sound out a word to show them how you do it.  

2. Lots of praise.    You may have to look hard.   “I like the way you’re holding your pencil.”     One thing and praise it.    Then you have their attention.

3. Celebrate partially correct responses.     If they’re close it’s reason to celebrate.

4. Choices.   If you can give them a choice between do you want to read this book first or this book first.    You are still in control but they have a choice.    

5. Meaningful lessons.     Create a mini lesson.     You want them to be actively engaged.   For kids who are easily distracted, if they are interested in what you are doing they will tune out distraction.     If you can make the homework into a game or a playful way of doing it.    Make it easy and help them be successful.       

6. Read aloud their homework.   Usually the homework is much too hard and that’s why they don’t like it.       Read their homework to them.   You are building up background knowledge.

7. Build a safe environment.   Safe for them to take risks.    Offer answers that may not be right.   Even partially correct answers are celebrated.    Use lots of praise.

8. Usually things that are sent home for them to read is too hard.    Try to find something easy for them to read.     Give them success.     

9. Tutors have a chance to build relationships. 

10. Let them write the story.    You ask the questions and you write it down.    It’s their story and you can read it to them.

11. They are not intrinsically motivated because they don’t understand why reading is important.      They are extrinsically motivated—use lots of rewards.    Goldfish.    Immediate rewards. Goal is to keep them reading.

12. Showing them reasons why reading is interesting and useful to them.     Comics, their story, sports,  grocery lists.

13. Model.    You model “think aloud.”     When you are reading about a dog just stop and say, “Oh that reminds me of my dog.”   “That makes me wish I had a dog.”    Showing them how good readers connect to text.      Model making connections to text.    Or ask questions.   “I wonder what he was thinking when that happened.”  

14. Use your finger as you read to them or as they read to you.

